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Teacher: Cassandra Lawlor    Subject Areas: Art      Grade Level: High School 

Unit Title: Introduction to Color Theory       Lesson Title: Color Scheme Mask 

Standards 
VA-CE-H3 CREATIVE EXPRESSION: Benchmark 3: Use the elements and principles of 
design for individual expression while exploring compositional problems. (1,2) 
 
VA-AP-H4 AESTHETIC PERCEPTION: Benchmark 4: Compare and contrast multiple 

possibilities and options available for artistic expression. (1,4) 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.11-12.3 
Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out 
experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks; 
analyze the specific results based on explanations in the text.	
 
VA:Cr1.1.Ia Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors  
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this lesson is for students to demonstrate their 
understanding of color theory by creating a variety of color schemes 
within a compositional frame to understand the usefulness of color 
theory in creating aesthetically pleasing work. 

 
 
 

Materials/Resources 
Oil pastels, multi-media paper, pencil, sketchbook, ruler, colored paper shapes, color wheel, 
sketch books 
 
Objectives 

1. Students will be able to implement their knowledge of color 
schemes. 

2. Students will be engaged in learning while collaborating with 
others. 

3. Students will be able to make art that shows their knowledge of 
tools, techniques and concepts. 

4. Students will take risks in their art making and learn from their 
mistakes. 

 
Input 
Students need to know basic color theory- primary, secondary and 
intermediate colors. Students should have a knowledge of how to 
read and use a ruler. 
 
It would be helpful for students to have experience using oil pastels but not an absolute 
necessity. 

Teacher Demonstration Piece 
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Differentiation 
A. Accommodation for students with low fine motor skills 

1. Student struggles with dexterity of various pressures and mark making when using 
drawing utensils 

2. Student is given larger-diameter oil pastels and pencil for sketching 
B. Accommodation for learners with exceptional talent 

1. Student excels technically and aesthetically in 2D artwork 
2. Allow student leadership position demonstrating technique for other students and 

encourage student(s) to stretch themselves by creating more complex patterns and 
color schemes. 

 
Anticipatory Set 
Begin this lesson by asking students to look at a red circle cut 
out of construction paper that you hold in front of the wall or 
whiteboard. They should look at the circle, and nothing else, 
for 30 seconds. Quickly move the circle away when the time 
is up and the students should see green, the complementary 
color of red. This can be repeated with orange and purple 
shapes.  
 
This should open a discussion on complementary colors, 
leading to a discussion of other color schemes. Questions to 
students can include: 
 Where are complementary colors in relation to each other 
on the color wheel? *opposite 
 What color do you get when you mix any pair of 
complementary colors together? *brown 
 What do you think a color scheme is? *a choice of colors 

used in an artwork or design  
Can you give an example? *Common color 
schemes: primary, secondary, intermediate, 
complementary, analogous, warm, cool, 
achromatic, monochromatic 
 

*During the talk hold up a color wheel for students to see. 
 
Model 
The teacher will use a piece of poster paper taped to the wall or 
board, demonstrate for students how to make an achromatic 
(black through white) value scale. Students should make their 
own, and label it, in their sketchbook. 
 
Then, the teacher will move on to monochromatic. The teacher 
will show students the value scale from white tint, through a hue 
of yellow, all the way to a dark shade using black.  
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Once the students have completed the various color schemes in their sketchbook the teacher will 
tell students that they are going to design a mask with a partner and decorate it using blended 
color schemes. Show them the basic head proportions, explaining that they will break up the 
space within their mask using these proportions.  
 

The teacher can explain, “The eyes are halfway down the 
head. This means that when you design your mask, you must 
measure the height, divide it in half and then draw the eye-
line there—in the middle.” The teacher can demonstrate this 
on a piece of paper at the front of the class. For example, if 
the drawn mask is 8” then the eye line should be at 4”. 
Another line should be drawn down the center of the mask to 
symmetrically divide the face in half. The teacher will 
further talk about the line for the bottom of the nose, which 
should be halfway between the chin and the eyes.  

 
Check for Understanding 
After modeling achromatic and monochromatic in yellow, instruct students to do two more 
monochromatic value scales using red and blue.  
 
Then, move on to complementary colors. Show yellow blended into purple. Allow students to do 
red to green and blue to orange. 
 
Discuss the meaning of “analogous” and show an analogous warm blend. Allow students to 
make their own, following with analogous cool. 
 
Teacher should check-in with students while they are sketching out their mask on paper with 
their partner to ensure they are using a ruler to measure sections correctly. 
 
Material Distribution 
One box of oil pastels for each pair of students should be set at their table before beginning class. 
Once students have completed their 
sketch, in their sketchbooks, they can 
retrieve a piece of multi-media paper 
from the front of the classroom. 
 
Guided Practice 
Talk about the shape of different masks 
and have them sketch their ideas with 
their partner. Instruct students that they 
must use at least two lines of proportion 
within their mask, making at least 4 
sections. Then, they must label the color 
scheme that they want to use in each 
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section. They must plan their mask design in their sketchbook, labeling each section with the 
color scheme that will be used. Teacher should circulate to discuss ideas and give suggestions to 
students. 
 
Assessment 

See attached rubric 
 
Cleanup 
Students must clean their table using a cloth and return oil pastels to their box. One student can 
collect completed student work at the end of class.  
 
Closure 
Students will take the last few minutes of class (before cleanup) to stand up, show their work and 
share either a challenge or success they had that day. 
 
Independent Practice 
Students use their sketch and sketchbook color studies as reference and guide to completing their 
color scheme mask on a piece of multi-media paper. They should use pencil to lightly draw out 
the mask shape and a ruler to divide the sections with straight lines. Each section should have its 
own color scheme design. 
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Rubric: Color Scheme Mask 
Objectives 

1. Students will be able to implement their knowledge of color schemes. 
2. Students will be engaged in learning while collaborating with others. 
3. Students will be able to make art that shows their knowledge of tools, techniques and concepts. 
4. Students will take risks in their art making and learn from their mistakes. 

 
Name __________________________________________________ Period ________________ 

Concerns 
Areas that need work 

Criteria Advanced 
Evidence of exceeding standards 

 COLLABORATE: I am 
accountable and engaged in 
learning while collaborating 
with others. (25) 

 

 DEVELOP SKILLS: I can 
make art that shows my 
knowledge of tools, 
techniques, and concepts. 
(25) 

 

 REFLECTION: I am 
conscious of my art making 
process and my honest self-
evaluations reflect that. (25) 

 

 STRETCH & EXPLORE: I 
took risks in my art making 
and learned from my 
mistakes. I taught my peers 
with new ways of art making. 
(25) 

 

TOTAL ______  
 
Daily participation will be based upon the following, using a check plus, check, check minus 
system: 

• I come up with my own ideas 
• I find my own materials and resources 
• I can explore/learn/problem solve independently 
• I follow art room expectations and clean-up procedures 
• I get started on independent work without being prompted 

 


